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0 +heOaMibation. After the Wunieh

' IrNe yrned 4in concentrstion camps and
many others took refuge sbread, The Czech press wes strietly con-
trolled by the Protector of Rohemim and Woravia, whe made all decisions
en the importation of news, regulated the writing and censorshir of
all articles, Articles of a military character were subjeet to
'mi14tary as well as political censorship. The only newspapermer whe
ssuld practice their profession wers those few who eollaborated with
the Germsns., The Resistance Movement eventually began the publication
of clandestine newspapers which represented the people's only source
of news from the outside world efter thelr short wave rsdlo raseption
was prohibited by the Germans.

epditions g _the 11 icn., Since the Liberation and the
'1fquidation of the few gollaberationist journalists, the Ministry of
Information has charge of the press sand its various problems., TYevs-
pspers camnot exist under private ownership because they are considered
4¢ have s public mission to fulfill which would be jeopardized Ly the
slement of personal interest inhersnt in private ownership. Thus the
press ocen be the property only of the politicel parties, of tre
ainigtries and of political institutions, Some exceptions have been
wmade in favor of scientific and art megasines, Theoretlcslly, there
4s no censorship and each newspapermen can write what he wishes; how-

- ever, as the ¥inistry of Informstion furnishes the informstien in an

wapdgpted® form, the articles are written on subjects furnished. The
journalists are members of the National Union of Csech Journeliate,

an organisation which was established many years ago. Todey the Tnion
is under the control of the Communists, although there are lesders

of the other political organisations in positions of leadership in
the Union. The Ministry of Information, sfter consultation with the
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Union of Journslists, grants or denles authorization for the
publication of new magazines or newspapsrs, The newspapsrmen

of the People's Party complain among themselves, not of direct
eoercion, but of diserimination through insufficient newsprint
supplied to them, delay In certain types of news, the tendentious
sharacter of the radio, and of the faailities whieh the Covmunists
apd gortsin netionsl unions econtrolled by the Communiste heve for
the obtention of newaprint,

How . ! . DBefore the War, there were

m 2 SQG nengapers and mguinu published in this Republie

of fifteen millicon inhablitants, In Jamwry 1940, there were 1,770,
The Government, realizing that the newspapers of the pre-war

period were not satisfactory either in perspective or in form,

kas limited the publications, and today in Rohemia, Yorsvia end
8ilesis (thst is, the entire Republic with the exeeption of “lovekia)
twenty-seven dally newspspers are published, The ten most important
are published in Prague., They are the following:

Newspaper Publishar Cirewlation
"Rude Pr:)wo' (The Red Czechoslovak Communist 500,000 datily
t 1 Party

*Svobodne Slovo® (The National Socialist 300,000 daily
Free Yord) Party

"Lidova Demokracie® (The People's Party 195,900 datily
Pecple's Democracy)

"Pravo 1idu" (The Right Social Democrat Party 190,000 daily
of the People)

"Prace” (m;‘? Ravolutionary Syndieal- 250,000 dally

: . ist Movement (UMO)
*Zemedelske Noviny® (The National Union of Usech 120,000 dnilly

Agrieultursl Dally) Agriculturslists

"Miada Tronte® (The National Union of Csech 80,000 daily
Youth Front) Youth

"Svobodne Ceskoslovensko®™ Cszechoslcvak Army 20,000 daily
(Free Czechoslovekia) :

"Syobodne Noviny® (The Union of Cultursl A0,000 daily
Free Deily) Organizations

*Narodni Cdvobozenl® Cgechoslovek Legionaires! 40,000 daily
(Mational Iiberetion) Ouila

In addition to the above Prsgue dailies, the verious politicel
partiss pudlish seversl newspspers in the provincss,
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ished by the Co

eronry
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y mmunist Party. The cireulation figure,

representing the combined total for the newspapers listed, is 200,000

coples daily,

Hergpaper

"Revrost® (Equality)
®Hova Svoboda® (Hew Liberty)
"Pravda® (Truth)

"Sirazlidu® (The People's Guardien”

Publighed the

Location

Brno

Plsen

Moravsks Ostrava
Olemouo

clalist P . The circulation

figure, representing the combined total for the newspapers listed,

is 190,000 coples daily,
Newgpaper

Location

nglovo Naroda®™ (The Voice of the People) Brno

"Fove Slovo®™ {The New Voice)
"Syobodny Smer™ (Fres Routs)

N ishe

Moravske Ostrava
Plsen

« The eirculation figure,

Newgpapers Publighed by the People'
representing the combined totel for the newspapers listed, is 140,000
coples daily.

Hewgpaper Location

®Herodni Obroda® (National Renaissence) Brno

"Hlas Lidove Demokracie® (The Voice Moravsks Ostrava
of ths People's Democracy)

*0Osvoboseny Haainec' (We, the Free) Olomoue

ggggggggzg_gubliehed by the Sociapl Democrst Party, The circuiation
figure, representing the combined total for the newspapers listed,

is 180,000 copies daily.

Hewgpaper fon
*Novy Den® (The New Day) Plsen
*S$traz Severu" (The Guard of the North) Liberec
*Cin® (fction) Brno

"Gagkolovenska Demokracie®? (Czecho-
slovak Democracy)

Moravske Ostrava

Although the figures given above are the officisl figures, [ | 25X1
was t0ld that they are exsggerated, especislly in the case of news-

papers published by the Communist Party, Moreover, many copies of
Cemmunist publications are not sold, Ancther example of exaggeration

Approved For Release 2006/04/19 : CIA-RDP83- 00415Rg)¥£ QFT

“b--ﬂﬂ



25X1

- Fm

Approved For Release 2006/04/19 : CIA-RDP83-00415R000400030057-1

in offieisl figures is the case of "Lidova Demokracie® published by
the People's Party, According to the editors themselves, the copies
s0ld do not exceed 150,000 daily while the official figure given

is 185,000 coples daily, The dallies are published every day except
Mondsy. The price is 1,50 crowns on week days and two crowns on
Sunday. As of 1 Jemuary 1946, regulations provided that newspapers
were to be published with four to eight pages in the accepted format
of Central Europe for the week-day editions, while the Sunday editions
mey heve a maximum of twelve pages, It eppears that the paper con-
sumption is aprroximately equsl to that of the year 1938, The
circulation of the newspapers has been increased while the number
of newspapers in existence has been decreassed.
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